
�������������	
��
��������
	��������
�������������
���������
����������
�����
��
����������

���������������	
���� !��
"#$%������&��
�����
������������������
�������'
���	�(���(�

)�����������������������
����
����������
*��

+����
�������������������
������������
,�
��
���
��
-�����#��*�

.//+/+����! 0/�-/&
-�1 2!� .3�1-2&
� �.*�� ����
������������

	���
��������
���	������
����
����������������������

���
�������
�������
���
��
�
�����������������(��

� � � � � � � � 	 � � � 
 � � � � � 
 � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
�

���� ��3�,�
����$4��$��4�56��
����7�
����� ���+��
������
���+�	��������50���
�
���1���7�#8#��� ��
��
����1�����+��
���� !�
�������	
��
	�������	 '�#���	������
���� ��%#4&��%&$�98����16:�'
���	�(����
�

�������,�
���
����
��.��
��������
���)����1��
�����
 �������������������������	���
��
����
��
��
�����
�����
���	���������������������;
���
������ 
�������<���,�
��������������<����(��=�
�
���
���,������
�������
�������
���	�������
��������
�� ,�������������>��
���(������.��
�����
0��6���,�
����
����������<���������<�
��,������������ ,�
��(��
�

2���
�����������
�������
��
���������
��� !0��6���	 ���	
����	������,�
���
������	�
�
���������

�������
���������	������
���
����
�������0��	�������� ���
���(�2��������
���,������
���������
/����
�����������2	�
��-���
��(���������������������� ���
������������
�������
��*�
�

 ��������
�������
�����
���
����
�������
��
���������� ����
���	��������������>���
����-����������

���
���
�������������,��3�,�#9��(���

�
��������������
���
����,�
����������������
��*���

Mr. Gary Hankins, a retired police 
officer from Washington, DC has 
been working with Lauren Lark of 
Congressman Bart Stupak’s office to 
draft legislation HB-4424 which    
proposes the federal government   
provide approximately 80% of the 
cost for health care coverage for 
spouses and dependent-aged children 
of law enforcement officers killed in 
the line of duty.  

I am pleased to report HB-4424 was 
recently introduced to the House of 
Representatives for consideration.  I 
strongly encourage you to write your 
national Representatives asking them 
to co-sponsor and support the passage 
of HB-4424.  Check the National 
COPS website for a sample letter.  

 This bill provides a wonderful      
opportunity for COPS to help address 
the most nagging issue for surviving 
spouses and children – affordable, 
comprehensive health care coverage. 

HB-4424 will be introduced to the 
U.S. Senate at a later date so there is 
no need to write your national    
Senators at this time.      

--Suzie Sawyer  
National COPS Executive Director 
 
You can visit US House of           
Representative website at 
www.house.gov to get a the name of 
your representative.    
 

Thanks for your help. 

HB-4424 – WIDOW(ER)S’ FEDERAL HEALTH INSURANCE LEGISLATION�
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David Johnson s/93              
DJohnson@ilcops.org             
Cell: 630-660-5490 
 
Secretary                                 
Donna Marquez s/02        
DMarquez@ilcops.org    
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Police Officer Robin Vogel of the Decatur Police Department died      
October 3, 2005 just days after being involved in an automobile accident 
on October 1st. The driver of the vehicle that broadsided Officer Vogel 
had a blood alcohol level that was over twice the legal limit.  The driver 
died at the scene. Officer Vogel was with the Decatur Police Department 
for 7 years and leaves behind a son, parents, and 3 sisters.  
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FEDERAL TAXES!! 
There are still many spouses and children of officers who were killed in the line of duty paying more taxes than they should.  
Spouses and children of officers killed in the line of duty who meet federal criteria, do not have to pay taxes on their pension.  It 
is a federal law.  If you have any questions/concerns, please call Molly Winters, 317-845-4483 at work, or 317-326-1744. 
 

Molly, surviving spouse of  Muncie IN Police Officer Greg Winters, EOW 1/8/91, is a Past National President of National COPS 
and helped me get my taxes straightened out 2 years ago.  I was paying to have them done professionally and my tax             
accountant was unaware of the law!  Please ask your tax preparer if you have any questions or call Molly, she will be glad to  
answer any questions.   - - Jen Morales 
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George Steinfels , nephew of Montgomery County Captain Joseph Mattin gly, EOW 
9-13-03 , turns 23 on January 3rd. 
Nickolas Faulkner , son of Peoria Officer Jim Faulkner, EOW 9-20-01, turns 14 on 
January 16th. 
Alexander Faulkner , son of Officer Faulkner, turns 16 on January 25th. 
John Steinfels , nephew of Cpt. Mattingly, turns 18 on January 28th. 
Joseph Steinfels, nephew of Cpt. Mattingly, turns 29 on February 3r d. 
Monica O’Reilly Garcia , niece of Chicago Sergeant Phillip O’Reilly, EOW 3-16-03 
turns 20 on February 5th. 

Michael Hehl , son of Illinois State Sergeant Erin Hehl, EOW 10/30/97, turns 34 on February 12th. 
Brendon Hehl , son of Sgt Erin Hehl, turns 12 on February 13th. 
Al & Karyn Streicher , brother & sister-in-law of Stark County Deputy Str eicher, EOW 3/22/02, celebrate 
their 11th wedding anniversary on February 14th. 
Kyle Palmer , nephew of  Deputy Streicher, turns 14 on February 29th. 
Amy & Mike Brown , sister and brother–in-law of Deputy Streicher,  celebrate their 
10th wedding anniversary on March 16th. 
Denise Rolniak , daughter of Riverside Detective William Rolniak, Jr, EOW 2/4/04, 
turns 15 on March 20th. 
Keith Dorwart , son of Morgan County Sheriff’s Deputy Craig Dorwa rt, EOW 4-5-94, 
turns 15 on March 21st. 
Karyn Streicher , sister in law of Deputy Streicher, turns 35 on March 31st. 
We know there are more birthdays out there!  Please let us know who’s getting a year older this winter!   

Please submit information to contact@ilcops.org. �

�
 � �� 	�� � � � �
� � � � �� � � � �

�

-��
���3
����!
�
������� ��)�*�	�����+��) ����	�������0	�(�>���	��
-���
������/�)�9?#�?�����������������������"������� ��
��
����
������
>�	��(��@���	���������0��
������
�� ��;(���
�

����������	���������
�����<
������������������

����
�����
���������	������(�

���������	�
�������
�
� ��
������	
���
����	
���	����

�	�	����	������������������
�
�����������������	�����	�
�

 ��	����������!��

Linda Figgins, surviving spouse of St. Charles Police Sergeant Dan    
Figgins, EOW April 9, 2005, received a full scholarship to get her       
doctorate from Northern Illinois University.  Linda  was also allowed to 
present the certificate to the young man who was hired for St. Charles   
Police Department in the opening that Dan's death left in their police    
department. It is supposed to be a sworn officer that does this. The young 
man was able to get that waived and she was able to present it in Dan's 
honor.    

Linda was recently diagnosed with breast cancer.  It is in the beginning 
stages and they are hoping to only have to go through radiation. She 
would appreciate all your prayers. 
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Al Streicher, father of Stark County Deputy Adam Streicher, EOW 3-22-02, 
has health concerns and would appreciate your prayers. 
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 Josh and I attended COPS Kids camp this year for 
the fourth straight year.  This year like the other years we 
had a great time.  Josh enjoyed the afternoon activities with 
his new and old friends.  We went fishing and ended up  
getting soaked from the water fights!  Josh liked the archery 
and rifles.  This year he successfully climbed the ropes 
course.  The sports competition in the evening are always 
fun! 

 This year was Keith and Carrie Dorwart’s last year.  
Keith is turning 15 so he will be heading to Outward Bound next year and leaving Carrie kid free the first 
week in August!  I’m sure she’ll miss us!  The last night at camp fire we held a pageant type event 
graduation for all the 14 year olds and their moms.   

 We also had a new family attend camp for the first time this year.  Rob Hardesty was killed in a 
training accident in June 2005.  His wife Toni and his daughters made a brave choice by coming to camp. 
Tony wanted to find some help for her girls and so she decided to come to Kids Camp.  I’m sure it was a 
decision she does not regret.    

��	��"#$%��&'(���&%)��*+,�����

�
	 � � � ���
 � 
�� � � � � � � � � � �� � �� �

 33�.���������"  

 For the forth year in a row, I attended Spouse’s Retreat in Potosi, Missouri.  It’s an experience 
that I would not miss, if possible.  Each year I make more friends and reconnect with my old friends.  
Toni Hardesty and I drove down together so we got to know each other quite well after the 4 hour drive!  
We are hoping that next year we can get more Illinois Spouses to 
come to the Retreat.  It’s a great way to meet and really get to 
know other surviving spouse’s.   

 The weather was beautiful and all the events were    
memorable.  Tony joined right in with multiple skits!  She       
performed in the Indiana and the Federal group’s skits!!  Next 
year we would love to have enough to have a skit from Illinois! If 
you have any questions about any of the Retreat please contact 
Jen Morales at 815-438-2497. 
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 I was able to attend my second Siblings Retreat this year and we were asked why do we come 
back.  Although there were a number of great answers, my answer was permission to cry. 
     I went to my first Sibling Retreat thinking no one will know how I feel.  They can't.  They don't 
know my brother.  I was right but everyone there felt similar feelings for their brother or sister.  I made 
many friends.  We all agreed that if we needed  something we'd be there for each other.  This year was no 
different. 
     There were numerous activities that included fishing, archery, the ropes course and the Alpine 
tower.  Everyone encouraged and supported each other during the activities and sessions.  We cheered for 
each other when anyone was challenged by an activity. 
     There were some excellent break out sessions.  We talked about different topics.  Everyone knows 
"What Happens in Potosí, Stays in Potosí."  I'll confess to  attending a session for males and grieving. We 
discussed the harmful physical damage to one's self that keeping emotion in can cause. It was a very    
informative and helpful seminar.  The seminar leaders were all caring individuals that wanted us to      
succeed. 
     Saturday and Sunday nights there were campfires filled with songs and skits.  Everyone had a 
good time and after the campfire on Saturday there were a   number of games being played.  There was 
some very stiff  competition in the Euchre games that were being played.  It was excellent night of    
bonding with other siblings. 
 A few of the siblings and I now call each other brother and/or sister because we know our officers 
were brother and/or sisters in duty.  If you haven't attended a  retreat I would encourage you to do 
so.    Everyone is a friend that you can lean on.  
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 I attended the Siblings Retreat and, like last year, found it amazing.  The level of preparation and        
commitment on the part of Suzie, her staff, and the counselors was tremendous.  I think I can speak for all 
the O'Reilly siblings -- "a meaningful and fun time was had by all of us!!"      
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On Saturday, December 8th the Woodridge Police Department 
helped raise money for National COPS and IL COPS by making  
arrangements with Buffalo Wild Wings Grill and Bar, located on 
Rt.53 in Woodridge.  People that came into the restaurant that day 
were given a coupon to use and 10% of their food purchases were 
collected for COPS.  McGruff and many Woodridge Officers were 
on hand to pass out the coupons and interact with the customers.  
They had a display board with community information and handout 
for children and adults.  John Gordon and his family, Donna 
Marquez, and Jen Morales and her family stopped in for a bite!   

Thanks to the Woodridge Police Department for all their efforts!  
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 As "New" Parents attending our first COPS Parents Retreat, Bob and I had no idea of what to     
expect.  Absolute faith in the COPS organization got us there; what happened at the retreat will keep us 
coming back.  From the tranquil setting, the plentiful food, the magnificent staff, the components were all 
in place for a successful event.  But without the other parents… the other stories… the other tears, all we 
would have had was a pleasant weekend away.   
 As we said goodbye to our friends, Bob and I were not sad to see them leave.  Instead we were   
happier that we had been since Patrick’s death.  We left knowing that we were not alone… that others 
shared our sorrow.  We gathered strength from these fellow survivors.  Seeing other parents of fallen     
officers laugh… have fun… gave us the ability to enjoy ourselves without guilt.   
 Not that Bob and I will ever “get over’ losing Pat, perhaps now we are both better equipped to    
handle our future without him.  Our thanks to the other parents and the entire staff for the gift of hope.  
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If you would like to help the Illinois Chapter raise funds to help our 
survivors please contact Jen Morales at 815-438-2497 or 
JMorales@ilcops.org.   
 

In our first year as a chapter we were able to help 7 survivors   
attend the National COPS Hands On Programs with a $100   
participation award.  We are hoping to expand the participation 
award to help all survivors attend the Hands on Programs and help 
new families National Police Week in the future. 



�

�
 � �� 	�� � � 		 � �� � � � � �� �

� 	� � � � � � � � � � � � � �� �� � � � � � � �� � 2�

Crawlin’ for the Fallen’  
Third Annual Pub Crawl and Gun Raffle 

All proceeds to benefit the Families of Fallen Police Officers through “Concerns of Police Survivors” 
 

 Date:  February 25, 2006                          Time:  5:00 PM check-in 
 

DONATION:  $50.00 PER PERSON (INCLUDES DINNER & DRAFT BEER FOR 6 HRS!!) 
 

Starting Location: The Lodge, 5750 Lakeside Dr.,  Lisle 
6:00 PM Buffet Dinner & Beverages 

 

Crawlin’ onto the bus begins at 7:00 PM for more beverages donated by: 
Features / Frankies Blue Room, Naperville 

 The Ditka Dome, Bolingbrook 
 Tailgaters, Bolingbrook 

 

Bus Crawlin’ back to The Lodge at 12:30 AM for live music. 
 

RSVP by February 18, 2006 to insure transportation on the bus. 
SCOTT WEBB, 630-719-4731 OR SCOTTWEBB110@AOL.COM 

     The Joliet JackHammers have joined forces with  
local police and fire departments to present a 

 

“Salute to Police and Fire Night”  
 

fundraiser at Silver Cross Field. 
 Saturday, July 8th, 2006 @ 7:05 

     With fireworks after the game! 
 

A portion of each group ticket sold will go towards the continuing and strengthening of  IFSA Burn Camp  
and Illinois COPS.  More information about this event will be included in our next newsletter. 

 
    $1,000             $500          $125 
Chicago Gold Star Families                        Michael Gordon Memorial Foundation                         Tammy Bannick & Catrina Freel 
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Would you like to help ‘Ride Across Illinois’ have another      
successful year?  Last year the ride raised over $10,000 riding 
from the Mississippi River to Lake Michigan over four days!  
The ride is nearly impossible without the support of the COPS      
families, from across the state.  There are many ways you can 
help: helping spread the word, circulating flyers, contacting     
media, working with the local PD/elected officials, hosting the 
riders for a meal or overnight in your community, etc...   Please 
contact Mark Hannan at MHannan@ilcops.org  or John Hanke at 
JHanke@ilcops.org if you are interested in helping this year.   
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